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April 30, 2021 
 
Ms. SANDA OJIAMBO 
CEO & Executive Director 
UNITED NATIONS GLOBAL COMPACT 

New York, NY 10017 

 
 
Dear Ms. Ojiambo, 
 
We, the undersigned civil society representatives, request that the Eliminating Child Labour in Tobacco-Growing 

Foundation (ECLT) be removed as a participant to the United Nations Global Compact (UNGC), in accordance with 

UN policies, including UNGC’s 2017 policy update,1 the Model Policy for Agencies of the United Nations System on 

Preventing Tobacco Industry Interference (Model Policy),2 and the UN Sustainable Development Goals (UN SDGs), 

which embody the World Health Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (WHO FCTC).3 ECLT has 

undeniable ties with the tobacco industry and has failed in its stated objective of ending child labor in tobacco—a 

problem directly linked to the exploitative business practices of its funders and members. 

 

I. ECLT is a corporate alliance of tobacco producers and manufacturers. British American Tobacco (BAT), 

Philip Morris International (PMI), Imperial Tobacco (Imperial) and Japan Tobacco International (JTI) are 

members, along with leaf suppliers and the International Tobacco Growers Association (ITGA),4 and are 

represented on its governing board.5 Notably, ITGA itself is also funded and directed by tobacco 

companies.6 Evidence recently provided to UNGC by OxySuisse further confirms that ECLT was 

established to advance tobacco industry interests. 

  

II. ECLT is promoted by tobacco companies in their public relations activities as evidence of their 

corporate social responsibility (CSR), aiming to “gain political support and weaken opposition.”7 PMI,8 

BAT9, 10, JTI,11 and Imperial12, 13, 14, 15 cite ECLT as evidence of compliance with standards in human rights 

or sustainability in their environmental, social and corporate governance (ESG) reporting; BAT 

highlighted ECLT’s provision of loans and engagement of policymakers in its 2020 ESG report, even while 

an ongoing legal suit filed against the company alleges that it continues to profit from child labor.16 

 

a. Other UN agencies have declined or ended partnerships with ECLT. For example, following an 

open letter from over 100 civil society organizations,17 the International Labour Organization 

(ILO) terminated its funding partnership with ECLT in 2018 to avoid hindering State Parties’ 

achievement of the WHO FCTC and to ensure coherence with policies of the UN System, 

particularly the Model Policy adopted by the UN Economic and Social Council (and State 

https://exposetobacco.org/
https://tobaccotactics.org/wiki/eclt/
https://tobaccotactics.org/wiki/eclt/
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Parties).18 19   

 

III. ECLT is an integral part of tobacco companies’ so-called CSR, which itself is problematic: 

 

a. CSR is banned in many countries. Article 13 of the WHO FCTC mandates that governments 

adopt a comprehensive ban on tobacco advertising, promotion and sponsorship (TAPS) including 

activities described as socially responsible. Article 5.3 of the WHO FCTC requires governments to 

protect their public health policies from tobacco industry interests, including rejecting and 

denormalizing the industry’s so-called CSR activities that are used as a means to access 

policymakers20 for the purpose of weakening tobacco control legislation and subverting WHO 

FCTC implementation. Over 180 Parties are bound by the WHO FCTC and 63 countries have a 

comprehensive ban on TAPS. 

 

b. It diverts attention from tobacco companies’ violations of human and workers’ rights. 

According to a union of tobacco workers in its letter to the ILO,21 ECLT serves to detract from 

important issues behind child labor: poverty perpetuated by the very tobacco companies that 

fund ECLT, unfair contracting schemes and denial of rights to organize and enter into collective 

bargaining agreements, among others.  

 

c. It detracts from tobacco companies’ liability for profiting from child labor. The tobacco 

companies behind ECLT, the ultimate buyers of tobacco leaves, are primarily responsible for 

child labor and should be held liable for the consequences. A lawsuit has been filed against the 

main founder of ECLT, BAT,22 seeking compensation for “widespread use of unlawful child 

labour… and the systematic exposure… to extremely hazardous working conditions with minimal 

protection against industrial accidents, injuries and diseases.” 23 Studies show that in Malawi 

alone, the tobacco industry enjoyed substantial economic benefit from unpaid child labor, of up 

to 20 times the total budget of ECLT.24 

 

d. It is a smokescreen for tobacco companies’ strategies to evade responsibility. In appearing to 

address child labor, tobacco companies distract from their creation of legal structures to shift 

the burden to third parties—distancing themselves from the problem to evade culpability.25, 26 

Instead of paying a nominal amount for ECLT to implement inadequate and ineffective 

programs, the companies should pay fair prices27 that could ultimately pull farmers out of 

poverty and consequently prevent practices of child labor.  

 

Stop ECLT and the tobacco industry from exploiting UNGC and the International Year for the Elimination of Child 

Labour.  

ECLT is an alliance of tobacco companies that is governed and used by those companies to give the appearance of 

complying with the Guiding Principles on Human Rights and the UN Principles of Responsible Investment (ESG), 

and of fulfilling commitments toward the UN declaration of 2021 as the International Year for the Elimination of 
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Child Labour. In reality, the tobacco industry’s interests are irreconcilable with the interests of human rights and 

sustainable development28 and are antithetical to UNGC’s mission.29  

 

The tobacco industry undermines UN policies against tobacco, including using the UN likeness and name to create 

a misleading impression of contributing to sustainable development30 while working to escape liability for harms 

caused to humanity, including child labor, and to the planet. Allowing ECLT to be a part of UNGC legitimizes the 

tobacco industry’s tactics, which hinder achievement of the WHO FCTC and UN SDGs.31  

 

We urge UNGC to act according to its mandate, practice good governance and align its policies with those of UN 

agencies, international bodies and member states that accord with WHO FCTC Article 5.3 and work to protect 

policy, health and development objectives by rejecting partnerships and interactions with the tobacco industry 

and its allies.32 End ECLT’s participation in UNGC. 

 

 Should you have any questions or wish to discuss this issue further, please contact us. 

 

 

 
Nuntavarn Vichit-Vadakan  Gan Quan  Anna Gilmore  Sandra Mullin 

               
 
 
On behalf of STOP, a global tobacco industry watchdog, and 176 organizations and individuals. 
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Signatories 

 
Organizations: 

1. Action on Smoking and Health (ASH US), Laurent Huber, Executive Director, United States 

2. ACT Promoção da Saúde, Monica Andreis, Diretora Executiva, Brazil 

3. ACT-Alliance contre le tabac, Marion Catellin, Directrice, France 

4. Advocacy Center “LIFE”, Lilia Olefir, Executive Director, Ukraine 

5. African Tobacco Control Alliance (ATCA), Sessou Leonce Dieudonne, Executive Director, Togo 

6. African Union of Consumers (AUC), Daouda Elhadj Adam, Chairperson, Chad 

7. Afrique Contre le Tabac (ACONTA), Salif Nikiema, Burkina Faso 
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8. Aerospace Action on Smoking and Health, Errol E. Povah, President, Canada 

9. Alcohol and Drug Information Center (ADIC) , Pubudu Sumanasekara, Sri Lanka 

10. Alianza Dominicana Antitabaquismo, Samuel Ramos, Republica Dominicana 

11. Allianza ENT-Perú, Carlos Farias, Presidente, Perú 

12. Alternatives Durables pour le Développement, Stanislas Binelli, Secrétaore Géneral, Cameroun 

13. Alzheimer Mexico IAP, Laura Elena Cortes, Directora, Mexico. 

14. Advocacy Center "LIFE", Lilia Olefir, Executive Director, Ukraine 

15. ASH Finland, Mervi Hara, Executive Director, Finland 

16. ASH Ireland, Council of the Irish Heart Foundation, Mark Murphy, Ireland 

17. ASH Scotland, Sheila Duffy, Chief Executive, United Kingdom 

18. Asian Consultancy on Tobacco Control, Judith Mackay, Hong Kong, China 

19. Asociación Dominicana de Médicos Internistas, Republica Dominicana 

20. Asociatia Generatia Romania Sanatoasa 2035, Ramona Brad, Romania  

21. Association PROI. Uliana Bakh, Executive Director, Bosnia 

22. Asthma Association of Zambia, Dean Nsabashi, Executive Director, Zambia 

23. Australian Council on Smoking and Health, Maurice Swanson, Executive Director, Australia 

24. Australian Health Promotion Association, Gemma Crawford, President, Australia 

25. Austrian Council on Smoking and Health, Kurt Aigner, President, Austria 

26. Balajee Sewa Sansthan, Awadhesh Kumar, Executive Director, India 

27. Cancer Council Australia, Tanya Buchanan, Chief Executive Officer, Australia 

28. Center for Public Health Development Fund, Jamilya Sadykova, Director, Kazakhstan 

29. Cancer Research UK, Natalie Varney-Hopkins, Programme Manager-International Cancer Prevention, 

United Kingdom 

30. CEDRO, Carmen Barco, Coordinadora, Peru 

31. Centro de Investigación para la Epidemia del Tabaquismo (Ciet Uruguay), Laura Roballo, Uruguay 

32. Centro de Respuesta Educativa y Comunitarias, Carmen Milla, Coordinadora, Mexico 

33. Coalición Dominica Saludable, Republica Dominicana 

34. Coalición México Salud-Hable, Juan Nuñez Guadarrama, Mexico 

35. Coalición Panameña Contra el Tabaquismo COPACET, Nelyda Gligo, Panamá 

36. Coalition Camerounaise Contre le Tabac, Djuikom Chekumo Judith Noël, Secrétaire Exécutive, 

Cameroon 

37. Comisión Nacional Permanente de Lucha Antitabática, Flavia Radovic, Perú 

38. Comité Nacional para la Prevención del Tabaquismo (CNPT), Andrés Zamorano Tapia, CNPT 

President, Spain 

39. Comité National Contre le Tabagisme (CNCT), Pr Yves Martinet, President, France 

40. COPPT, Emanuel Gomes Esteves, Director, Portugal 

41. Corporación Colombiana de Padres y Madres - Red PaPaz, Carolina Piñeros, Executive Director, 

Colombia 
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42. Corporate Accountability, Michél Legendre, Associate Campaign Director, United States 

43. Corporate Accountability and Public Participation Africa (CAPPA), Akindobe Oluwafemi 

44. Corporate Europe Observatory, Olivier Hoedeman, Belgium 

45. Danish Cancer Society, Astrid Knudsen, Denmark 

46. Dominicana Saludable, Dominican Republic 

47. European Network for Smoking and Tobacco Prevention-ENSP, Cornel Radu-Loghin, Secretary 

General, Belgium 

48. Exfumadores Asociados Contra la Adicción (EXHALA), Jaime Barba, Mexico 

49. FAECAP Federation of Family and Community Nursing Associations, Adelaida Lozano Polo, 

Coordinator group of smoking, Spain 

50. Foundation Smart Health-Health in 3D, Krzysztof Przewozniak, Poland 

51. Fresh (Making Smoking History), Ailsa Rutter, Director, United Kingdom 

52. Fundación Anaás, Blanca Llorente, Colombia 

53. Fundación Dominicana de Obesidad y Prevención Cardiovascular, Dominican Republic 

54. Fundacion Canaria Dental, Francisco Cabrera Panasco, President, Spain 

55. Fundación Interamericana del Corazón-Argentina, María Elisabeth Pizarro, Codirectora Ejecutiva, 

Argentina 

56. Fundación Interamericana del Corazón-Bolivia, Alejandra Garrón, Bolivia 

57. Global Center for Good Governance in Tobacco Control, Nuntavarn Vichit-Vadakan, Chair, Thailand 

58. Grambangla Unnayan Committee (GUC), Khandaker Reaz Hossain, Director, Programmes, 

Bangladesh 

59. Health Healing Network Burundi-HHNB, Roger Ciza, Executive Chief Coordinator, Burundi 

60. Health Mission, Srmena Krstev, Vice President, Serbia 

61. HealthBridge Foundation of Canada Vietnam Office, Nguyen Thi An, Director, Vietnam 

62. Heart Foundation of Jamaica, Barbara McGraw, Global Health Advocacy Project, Jamaica 

63. Institute of Publt Health of the American College of Greece, Panagiotis Behrakis, Director, Greece 

64. Israeli Medical Association for Smoking Cessation and Prevention, Yael Bar-Zeev, Chair, Israel 

65. Jamaica Coalition for Tobacco Control/Healthy Caribbean Coalition, Barbara McGraw, Tobacco 

Control Advisor, Jamaica 

66. Kenya Tobacco Control Alliance, Achieng Otieno, Communications and Digital Advocacy, Kenya 

67. Kosovo Advocacy and Development Center (KADC), Shkumbin Spahija, Executive Director, Kosovo 

68. l'Association pour la défense des droits des consommateurs (ADC), Yaya Sidjim, Coordonnateur 

Programme antitabac ADC, Chad 

69. Lentera Anak Foundation, Lisda Sundari, Chairperson, Indonesia 

70. Lithuanian Tobacco and Alcohol Control Coalition, Nijole Gostautaite Midttun, President, Lithuania 

71. Malaysian Green Lung Association, Ho Rhu Yann, Founding President, Malaysia 

72. Manbhum Ananda Ashram Nityananda Trust, Nirmalya Mukherjee, Director, India 

73. Movicancer-Nicaragua Foundation, Orlando B. Martinez-Granera, Vice President of programs and 
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project advisor for Central America, Nicaragua 

74. MyWATCH (Malaysian Women’s Action for Tobacco and Health), Liza Ali, President, Malaysia 

75. National Action for Quality Education in Zambia, Aaron Chansa, Executive Director, Zambia 

76. Nofumadores.org (non-smokers.org), Raquel Fernandez Megina, President, Spain 

77. Norwegian Cancer Society, Nonguebzanga Maxime Compaore, Special Advisor, International Affairs, 

Norway 

78. Official College of Dentists and Stomatologists of Santa Cruz Tenerife, Coral Malfaz, Spain 

79. Oswaldo Cruz Foundation, Silvana Rubano Turci, Coordinator of the Observatory of the Strategies of 

the Tobacco Industry of the Tobacco and Health Studies Center, Brazil 

80. OxySuisse, Pascal Diethelm, President, Switzerland 

81. Pratyasha Anti-Drugs Club, Helal Ahmed, Secretary General, Bangladesh 

82. PROESA - Research Center on Health Economics and Social Protection, Norman Maldonado, 

Director, Colombia 

83. PROGGA, ABM Zubair, Executive Director, Bangladesh 

84. Red Nacional Antitabaco (RENATA), Nydia Amador, Presidenta, Costa Rica 

85. Salud Critica, Ana Larrañaga Flota, Directora Ejecutiva, Mexico 

86. Salud Justa, Erick Ochoa, Director, Mexico 

87. Salauat Astana, Sadrieva Zulfia, President, Kazakhstan  

88. Sierra Leone Alliance Against Hunger and Malnutrition, Edward Jusu, National Coordinator, Sierra 

Leone 

89. Smoke Free Israel, Shira Kislev, CEO, Israel 

90. Smokefree Kazakstan Coalition, Izmukhambetov Talapkali, President, Kazakhstan 

91. Smokefree Kuala Lumpur (KBAR), Liza Ali, Board Member, Malaysia 

92. Smoke Free Life Coalition, Gergana Geshanova, Chair of the Board, Bulgaria 

93. Smoke Free Partnership, Anca Toma Friedlaender, Director, Belgium 

94. Sociedad Dominicana de Cardiología, Dominican Republic 

95. Sociedad Dominicana de Endocrinología y Nutrición, Dominican Republic 

96. Sociedad Dominicana de Hematología y Oncología, Dominican Republic 

97. Sociedad Dominicana de Neumología y Cirugía de Tórax, Dominican Republic 

98. Sociedad Unida para la Movilización Anti Tabaco (SUMATE), Elena Zúniga, Trabajadora Social, El 

Salvador 

99. Sociedad Uruguaya de Tabacología, Beatriz Goja, Past President, Uruguay 

100. Southeast Asia Tobacco Control Alliance, Ulysses Dorotheo, Director, Philippines 

101. Spanish Heart Foundation, Carlos Macaya Miguel, MD, President, Spain 

102. Spanish National Committee for Smoking Prevention, Regina Dalmau, Spain 

103. Swiss Association for Smoking Prevention, Luciano Ruggia, Directeur, Switzerland 

104. TABINAJ (Anti Tobacco Alliance for Women), Sayyida Akhter, Coordinator, Bangladesh 

105. Tanzania Tobacco Control Forum, Lutgard Kokulinda Kagaruki, Executive Director, Tanzania 
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106. The Union, Gan Quan, Director of Tobacco Control, United States 

107. Tobacco Control Commission - Brazilian Medical Association (AMB), Alberto José de Araújo, 

Chairman, Brazil 

108. Tobacco Control in Georgia, George Bakhturidze, Georgia 

109. Tobacco - Free Association of Zambia, Brenda Chitindi, Executive Director, Zambia 

110. Tobacco Control Research Group, Tobacco Tactics, University of Bath, Anna Gilmore, Director, 

United Kingdom 

111. UBINIG (Policy Research for Development Alternative), Farida Akhter, Executive Director, 

Bangladesh 

112. Uganda Health Communication Alliance- UHCA, Linda Asaba, Project Manager, Uganda 

113. Vietnam Non-communicable Diseases Prevention and Control Alliance, Tran Tuan, Chairman 

Executive Board, Vietnam 

114. Vision for Alternative Development (VALD), Labram Massawudu Musah, Program Director, Ghana 

115. Vital Strategies, Sandra Mullin, Senior Vice President, United States 

116. WACASA Foundation, Irene Chiwama, Executive Director, Zambia 

117. Zambia Consumer Association, Juba Sakala, Executive Director, Zambia 

118. Zambia Heart and Stroke Foundation, Grace Tembo, Communication Manager, Zambia 

119. Zambia Obesity Foundation, Nsamwa Chitindi, Executive Director, Zambia 

120. Zambia Women in tobacco Control, Esther Namunga, Zambia 

  

  
Individual Supporters 

1. Abigail Kashweka, Zambia Women in Tobacco Control, Zambia 

2. Ahorangi Janet Hoek, University of Otago, New Zealand 

3. Andrea Muñoz, Facultad de Odontología de La Universidad de Chile y Sociedad Chilena de Salud 

Pública Oral, Chile 

4. Anita Quiroga, Colegio de Cirujanos Dentistas de Chile, Chile   

5. Anna Gilmore, Professor of Public Health, University of Bath, United Kingdom 

6. Asiri Karunanayaka, University of Kelaniya - Faculty of Medicine, Sri Lanka 

7. Catalina González, Federación Internacional de Asociaciones de Estudiantes de Medicina, IFMSA, 

Chile 

8. David Thomas, Professor and Head of Tobacco Control Research, Menzies School of Health Research, 

Australia 

9. E. Madhurangi Perera, Ministry of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine, Sri Lanka 

10. Errol E. Povah, President, Airspace Action on Smoking and Health, Canada 

11. Felipe De la Fuente, Departamento de Enfermería, Universidad de Chile, Chile 

12. Guacolda Benavides, Sociedad de Enfermedades Respiratorias, Chile 

13. Guillermo Paraje, Escuela de Negocios, Universidad Adolfo Ibañez, Chile 
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14. H. H. R. Prabath Hewasundara, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka 

15. Jamie Pearce, Professor of Health Geography, University of Edinburgh, United Kingdom 

16. Janet Hoek, Professor of Public Health and Marketing, University of Otago, New Zealand 

17. Juliet Makwama, Zambia Women in Tobacco Control, Zambia 

18. Laura Graen, Human Rights and Tobacco Control Expert, Germany 

19. Lidia Amarales, RESPIRA LIBRE, Chile 

20. Mahesh Rajasuriya, Centre for Combating Tobacco (CCT), Sri Lanka 

21. Marco Cornejo, Facultad de Odontología de La Universidad de Chile y Sociedad Chilena de Salud 

Pública Oral, Chile 

22. María José Prieto, Departamento de Kinesiología, Universidad Metropolitana de Ciencias de La 

Educación, Chile 

23. Maria Paz Bertoglia, Escuela de Salud Pública, Universidad de Chile, Chile 

24. María Teresa Valenzuela Schmidt, Chile 

25. Marisol Acuña, Sociedad de Enfermedades Respiratorias, Chile 

26. Marita Hefler, Menzies School of Health Research, Senior Research Fellow, Australia 

27. Martin White, Vice President UK Society of Behavioural Medicine, United Kingdom 

28. Mwatitha Lubinga, Zambia Women in Tobacco Control, Zambia 

29. Melissa Mialon, PhD in nutrition, BSc in food science and engineering, Trinity Business School, Trinity 

College Dublin, Ireland 

30. Michael Moore, Past President, World Federation of Public Health Associations, Australia 

31. Miguel García (Don Miguel), Chile Libre de Tabaco, Chile 

32. Mike Daube, Emeritus Professor, Curtin University, Australia 

33. Mira B. Aghi, Consultant, Healis Sekhsaria Institute of Public Health, India 

34. Nancy Ortiz, Foro Nacional del Cáncer, Chile 

35. Naomi Oreskes, Harvard University, Co-author of “Merchants of Doubt”, United States 

36. Norbert Hirschhorn, Tobacco Industry watcher, United Kingdom 

37. Nydia Amador Brenes, Costa Rica 

38. Pamela Morales, Foro Nacional del Cáncer, Chile 

39. Patagonias Behrakis, George Behrakis Research Lab of the Hellenic Cancer Society, Greece 

40. Patricia B. Miranda, Philippines 

41. Petra Meier Facss, Professor of Public Health and MRC Investigator, United Kingdom 

42. Reina Roa, Panama 

43. Rima Nakkash, Associate Professor, American University of Beirut, Lebanon 

44. Rob Moodie, Professor of Public Health, University of Melbourne, Australia 

45. Robert N. Proctor, Professor, Stanford University, United States 

46. Ruth E. Malone, Professor of Nursing and Health Policy, University of California, San Francisco, 

United States 

47. Sandra Machima, Zambia Women in Tobacco Control, Zambia 
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48. Sonia Covarrubias, Chile Libre de Tabaco, Chile 

49. Stanton A. Glantz, Professor of Medicine and Director, University of California San Francisco - Center 

for Tobacco Control Research and Education, United States 

50. Victor Hugo Herrera Ballesteros, Economista, Panamá 

51. Victoria Fullerton, Abogada, Asesora en Políticas de Salud Pública, Chile 

52. Wasim Maziak, Professor and Chair, Florida International University - Robert Stempel College of 

Public Health and Social Work, Department of Epidemiology, United States 

53. Widyastuti Soerojo, Public Health Advocate, Indonesia 

54. Xaviera Molina, Centro de Epidemiología y Políticas de Salud Universidad del Desarrollo, Chile 

55. Yong Check Yoon, Independent Researcher, Malaysia 

56. Zaliwe Banda, Zambia Women in Tobacco Control, Zambia  
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